Sept. 5.]
Sir James Macdonald.
SUNDAY, SKPTKMBKR. 5.
I walked to the parish church of Slate, which is a very poor one. There are no church bells in the island. I was told there were once some; what has become of them, I could not learn. The minister not being at home, there was no service. I went into the church, and saw the monument of Sir James Macdonald, which was elegantly executed at Rome, and has the following' inscription, written by his friend, George Lord Lyttelton :—
' To the memory Of  Siu JAMKS  MACDONALD, BART.
Who in the (lower of youth Had attained to so eminent a degree of knowledge,
In Mathematics, Philosophy, Languages,
And in every other branch of useful and polite learning
As few liave acquired in a long life
Wholly devoted to study:
Yet to this erudition he joined
What can rarely be found with it,
Great talents for business,
Great propriety of behaviour,
Great politeness of manners I
His eloquence was sweet, correct, and flowing;
His memory vast and exact;
His judgement strong and acute;
All which endowments, united
With the most amiable temper
And every private virtue,
Procured him, not only in his own country,
Hut also from foreign nations',
The highest marks of esteem.
In the year of our Lord
1766, The asth of his life,
1 Mackintosh (Life, ii. 62) says that in Mine, flu Be/land's Correspondence there is' an extraordinary confirmation of the talents and accomplishments of our Highland Phoenix, Sir James Macdonald. A Highland chieftain, admired by Voltaire, could have been no ordinary man,'
Aftertaining about 6400 persons, who carried with them in specie at least ^38,400 A desperate effort was made by the tacksmen on the estate of Lon Macdonald. They bound themselves by a solemn oath not to offe for any farm that might become vacant. The combination failed o its object, but it appeared so formidable in the eyes of the " English bred chieftain," that he retreated precipitately from Skye and ncvc afterwards returned.'
